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Nicolas Kolios: A National Treasure, (Not) In Our Backyard: Struggling to

Establish Israel’s Natural Gas Infrastructure

The research Problem:

Since the discovery of Israel’s natural gas fields in the first decade of this century, much
attention has been paid to the policy model that would best direct revenue to the
public while still respecting past private investment and encouraging - or at least not
discouraging - future investment. What has been less focused on, certainly on the

national-public level, is the infrastructure necessary to support such a project.



In contrast to the variety of opinions regarding who should handle the project and
between whom and in what proportion revenues should be divided, there is a more
singular voice regarding the question of where infrastructure should be developed.
That answer is resounding - ‘not here.” Many desire the benefits from trading in
natural gas (NG), but few regional governments want the processing facilities on their
land. The phenomena is the familiar NIMBY - Not In My Backyard.

What is a federal government to do? How should local authorities respond and act if
they are primarily to serve the interests of their residents? This paper aims to explore
how local authorities and their communities opposed national efforts to establish
natural gas infrastructure in their jurisdiction. Specifically, a case study of the Emek
Hefer Regional Council (EHRC) and its community partner, The Emek Hefer Opposition
Committee (EHOC), will be examined. Finally, conclusions will be presented to assist
local authorities and community groups in future efforts to counter development
perceived as negatively impacting the wellbeing of their population and the coastal

and marine environment near which they live.

Conclusion:

An examination of the process by which the national government and the Emek Hefer
local authority worked towards a decision regarding development of a natural gas
treatment facility reflects a general lack of engagement of regional government
authorities and the local community on the part of the national government. With the
exception of a poorly publicized town hall meeting to hear community input regarding
the project, and the response of Binat Schwartz after protests, there was little effort
to engage the Emek Hefer community. Few of the negotiation and planning
suggestions found in NIMBY related academic and professional literature were
implemented. The 10 Israeli government would be well-advised to seriously
incorporate community engagement, negotiation, hearings, and public access to
planning and professionals when planning for future NG infrastructure and other
national projects. In the meantime local authorities and their communities can
examine the following conclusions reached through this case study and use them to

their advantage in future friction with national planning institutions.



e The first major conclusion from local authorities and community organizers is
the importance of contacting national-level decision makers and developing
relationships, even if through protest, that can be leveraged to help
accomplish local goals. Emek Hefer protesters stood outside the house of Binat
Schwartz and their meeting with her eventually yielded her acceptance of their
terms to integrate into plans for a natural gas facility in their area.

e The second major conclusion is the recognition of the importance of
leveraging political power. Yoni Ari, director of the EHOC, noted that perhaps
the authority and movement’s greatest missed opportunity was failing to
register community members under the Likud list as a way to use power
through that party, and ultimately through the prime minister’s office, to
prevent the plant from being built in the area. As noted earlier, it is thought
that the Hadera site was not selected due to its connection to Likud leadership
(Ari 2015).

e Most interestingly, authorities around the country reframed the natural gas
facility issue as one that was not a NIMBY issue. They stressed that they did
not want the plant simply be in someone else’s backyard, but that this was a
safety issue, and that the plant should be in no one’s backyard, i.e. it could and
should be built at sea. Local government and community success in avoiding
development that will threaten coastal or marine life demands (1)
development of relationships with decision makers at the federal level, ideally
personal ones; (2) early engagement with- and mobilization of- as wide a cross-
section of the local community as possible so as to leverage maximum power;
(3) and avoiding the branding of their struggle as a NIMBY problem but rather
one that advocates a different and better approach regardless of where the

project will be developed.
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