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The Trees that Predated the City: 100 Years Old Trees in Tel Aviv-Yafo
summary

The Venerable Trees Survey was recently carried out by the Society for the
Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI). Tel Aviv's Municipality recently approved new
legislation to protect trees in Tel Aviv which are over 100 years old, trees were
planted or already growing when Tel Aviv was founded. These trees are an important
part of the city’s history and story and provide important scientific information to
researchers on patterns of urban development, pollution levels and changes in
weather patterns over the last century.

However, although these trees are protected by law without a detailed survey
identifying trees that are over 100 years old, this legislation would have little impact.
SPNI took it upon ourselves to carry out the necessary survey of Tel Aviv's trees and
make sure that Tel Aviv’'s venerable trees are identified, highlighted and preserved
for future generations. So far we identified over 200 trees in 25 distinct locations
that are over 100 years old, which makes up less than 1 in 1000 of all Tel Aviv’s trees.

.The most common trees identified in the survey were Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus
camaldulensis) ,Washingtonia (Washingtonia robusta), sycomor (Ficus sycomorus)
and Cypresses (Cupressus sempervirens). The Venerable Trees Survey will ensure
that Tel Aviv’s trees which are part of our heritage and natural resources will be well
preserved and maintained
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